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the A or Prersury. | the very case it the 
aD : , | tion was on id six months after the event, and a 
of For some years past it has been but too evident | yy Matthews very significantly said “ five weeks after 
438, that the RoyalSociety for the Prevention of Cruelty | the little affair at Bournemouth” —i.c. after Mr. 
to Animals, whilst gladly accepting all the assistance | Blake had given evidence for the defence at Bourne- 
try. to be obtained from the veterinary profession, has | mouth in another prosecution by the Society which was 
strongly resented the appearance of any practitioner dismissed. On the conclusion of the evidence for the 
in the witness box for the defence. Not long since | Prosecution Mr. Blake’s counsel confidently submitted 
we heard the Society’s counsel, at Brentford Petty they pe 
4 Sessions, impudently assert that it was possible to! Shin was received with applause in court. Then the 
me get veterinary witnesses from London to swear any- | Judge made some remarks upon the case and methods 
ict thing. He ought to know, but we think his state-|of the R.S.P.C.A. which if acted upon will ro- 
r ment was incorreci. There was a time when the | quire little less than a revolution in the Society’s 
with Society treated the profession with more taste and proceedings. It is to be hoped that the judicial stric- 
sine justice, but the pride of their success has made them | tures will have a healthy effect upon the officials, but 
sug: wanton, and having succeeded in establishing in a|W® confess we are not very sanguine that the honest and 
inte vast number of magisterial minds the idea that a fair methods indicated by the judge will be adopted. To 
also charge of cruelty is to be taken as proved unless the the ordinary mind it seems an elementary truth that no 
the enix th h one man—not even a trained inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. 
sings into ; elmingly disprove it, they rush | —should act as prosecutor, witness and advocate all in 
tom court with a confidence that is too seldom) one, But when the working of an Act of Parliament— 
“4 shaken. Veterinary surgeons have recently had far | and a criminal Act too—is delegated to a private society, 
from pleasant experiences of the activity and stu- responsible to no one except its self-appointed committee 
oRT. pidity of this irresponsible Society ; they have been aud perhaps a few kind, honest and weak subscribers, 
proseented for performing surgical operations which ofieisus actors, ‘The criminal law should. be. put 
> gays ¢ officials of the R.S.P.C.A. have deigned not to| ; as 
; that approve ; they have be Bar in force by the police or law officers—not by private 
y have been prosecuted for advice given ' individuals whose only distiuguishing mark is a semi- 
stop under an honest conviction that they were doing right | military uniform. 


by their patient, their client, and their profession ; 
and last of all they have been prosecuted for giving 
ys for the defence ! 
prosecution for perjury is a very serious matter, 
a anal only be resorted to in the most flagrant 
R. hees. A charge of perjury against a veterinary 
‘geon even when shown to be baseless, is a most 
Pot and offensive thing. Many persons may 
pt “a a charge and never hear of the acquittal 
ph th € victim has no certain opportunity to wipe 
pie al — placed upon his character. To suc- 
the act obtain an acquittal is no easy matter against 
emplo ey a rich and strenyous Society that can 
ablest legal talent, and command the 
fon oF “inspectors trained in all the devices 
Justice peng the unwary, and for picking up what 
reds characterised as the little bits and 
cannot _ The most innocent defendant 
ings, and 4 € anxiety entailed by such proceed- 
resources of € cruel effects upon the nerves and 
titioner mp a struggling but highly respectable prac- 
ust be something quite unappreciable to 


Ose 
im have not experienced such a shocking 


On an 
tion of Me Ben? We publish a report of the prosecu- 
perjury, Fy o © of Bournemouth by the R.S.P.C.A. for 
4nd not only nately Sir Henry Hawkins was the judge, 
was Mr. Blake acquitted, but the general 

me and ref of the Society obtained some 
Prof criticism which no member of 
allow to pass without carefully 

in evide 8® was one of wilful and corrupt 

T “cruelty” nee given by Mr. Blake in a prosecution 
at Poole on March 20th, 1893. At 


One remark from the judge will go a long way to in- 
demnify Mr. Blake for all his anxiety and perhaps permit 
him to look back upon the trial with some complacency. 
It is:—* He could only say that he did not think that 
he had ever heard of a case in which a prosecution for 
perjury was ever kept latent so long and, after all, pro- 
secuted with such merely little snbstance as appeared in 
the case before him that day.” 


Spgectat GENERAL MEETINGS. 


The gentlemen who called the special poy meeting 
of the profession a little while back, and who carried a 
resolution adverse to the course adopted by the Council 
in relation to the Registration of Shoeing-Smiths, feel 
aggrevied that the Council have not acted upon that 
resolution. Space will not permit us this week to discuss 
the question fully, but it is well to remember that the 
proceedings of thé Council and of all meetings of the 
profession are regulated by clauses in our charters. One 
clause says “That the Council shall have the entire 
management of and superintendence over the affairs, 
concerns and property of the said body politic and cor- 
porate.” The charters also provide for the election of 
members of Council, but nowhere is it hinted that any 
meeting of the profession shall over-ride the deliberate 
action of the Council. The requirements of common 
order suggest that the deliberate work of a representative 
body should not be altered or upset by ageneral meeting. 
So much for the legal aspect, now for the common sense 
view. If thirty men, carefully chosen by the profession 
is 0 by a small majority at a meeting o 

wt ttlemataative men, is it really to be supposed that 
the former body should immediately reverse their course ? 
Surely not. Common sense and law forbid such a con- 


clusion. 
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good old British oak, and this year of 1893 being an 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ACORN POISONING. 
By J. E. M.R.C.V.8., Ross, Hereford. 
Every country practitioner is acquainted with this 
disease, more especially in those parts of the country 
which are adorned with a superabundance of the 


exceptionally prolific one for its abundant supply of 
acorns, and other supplies ef food stuffs being scarce, 
one cannot be surprised at the ill effects produced. 

My experience ‘this year with acorn poisoning has 

been great as compared with other years, and the 
treatment I prescribe, if you will permit me to boast, 
has up to the present time of writing proved a perfect 
suceess, having only lost one yearling beast out of 
fifty-two cases of various ages. I find the younger 
the cattle the more readily they succumb to the 
disease. 

My old colleague Mr. Stanway (or at least I take 
it to be he) has described the symptoms and post- 
mortem appearances in such a manner that it is use- 
less for me to enumerate them again. One often is 
told by an amateur who is clever enough to make a 
post-mortem by himself on an animal that died from 
acorn poisoning, that he has failed to detect any 
trace of acorns in the stomachs, but this is where 
deception takes a prominent part. We may make a 
dozen post-mortems and then fail to find any acorns, 
but at the same time the abomasum is always irri- 
tated and inflamed as if affeeted—which in no possix 
ble doubt it is-—by a powerful irritant poison. 

Acorns in the green state contain in 100 parts :— 


82 water 
83 fat 

15 albuminoids 

47 carbo hydrates 
2 woody fibre 
1 mineral matter or ash. 


Upon the above analysis one can readily under- 
stand that acorns in proper quantities possess a con- 
siderable feeding value—it is the large quantities 
that cattle consume which causes the marked con- 
stitutional trouble. Acorns when green possess in a 


high degree tannin and astringent properties, pro-. 


ducing indigestion and constipation of a pronounced 
character, which in some cases in spite of all treatment 
nlike Mr. Stanway I always admini 
aperient in the first sless. For why ? oa the 
constipation and indigestion produced by the irrita- 
ting and astringent constituents of the acorns should, 


in my estimation, be removed without delay. If we 
allow this to remain undisturbed we may well expect 
the symptoms to be more aggravated than they were 
at first, absorption readily takes place, irritates and 
inflames almost every organ of the body, as is proved 


by post-mortem examination. 


Mag. sulph. 3x. 

Sode. bicarb. 

P. pot. nit. 

P. carui 3i. 

P. ammon. carb. 3ss. 
A drench. P. aloes Barb. 3ss. 


If this is not operating in 18-24 hours I give ol. 
lini. in doses according to the size of the beast, after 
this has produced the desired effect give the follow- 
ing drench :— 

Amm. carb. 3ss. 

P. gent. 3i. 

Sod. bicarb. 

Ac. salicylic 
A drench. Nux. vom. 38s. 

The doses in this formula would be given toa 
two or three-year-old beast. The drench to be given 
every night and morning until you see your patient 
becoming convalescent. Quinine sulph. may take 
the place of ac. salicylic if the animal be very 
prostrate. 

This treatment I find superior to any other I have 
et tried, and until I find a better I shall rely on the 
ridge that carries me safely over. With regard to 
sheep and pigs being affected with this disease, it is 
very seldom they are, and it is quite astonishing the 
enormous quantities they will consume without. pro- 
ducing any ill effects, but I once knew an ewe that 
died from swallowing a large quantity of whole 
acorns. 


ACORN POISONING. 
By H. C. Harrison, M.R.C.V.S., Bowdon. 


The interesting articles on’thy above disease which 
have appeared in ‘The Record, encourage me to givé 
my experience in a number of cases which came 
under my supervision and treatment. Undoubtedly 
the disease only makes its appearance in this country 
during a prolific acorn season, and I feel no reluc- 
tance in remarking that this is the first occasion! have 
witnessed acorn poisoning. Whilethe disease 18 pr 
valent, communications concerning symptons, tres 
ment, and post-mortem appearances should be freely 
contributed in veterinary literature by members 
the profession who have treated cases during 
season ; for it is reasonably possible we muy hav?! 
similar season in a few years, and the comparisoe 
the different methods adopted for the treatmen : 
the disease may result in the gain of some gr 
information, which in addition to ‘enhancing 
professional reputation may be a considerable s@ 
to our clients. 
Symptoms. When the veterinary surgeon 8" 
in to see the animals, as a rule they are 12) 
ced stage of the disease, and treatment 0: A — 
is almost valueless. In the early stages . ie 
are in a constipated condition ; in three or po 
this is followed in most cases by a persisten’ "d with 


in small quantities, dark in colour and mix . 
mucus and blood. The visible mucous as fro 


e following is the formula of the aperient 


drench — 


| the eyes and nostrils, the body and 


are anemic, there is a slight watery dt tre 
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are cold, and the coat -staring, the nostrils partially 
blocked with dirty mucous, slight salivation, pulse 
weak and thin, temperature between 100 F. and 
102 F., breathing normal and scarcely perceptible ; 
urine nearly colourless and of an abnormal quantity. 
Food of all kinds is refused by the patient when the 
disease is thoroughly established, the animal simply 
stands staring at the wall in the shippon, or if in the 
field isolates itself, and there is much difficulty in 
compelling it to move. Death, in most cases that 
have come under my observation, has been sudden 
and unexpected, although in some instances the 
animal has assuraed the recumbent position through 
acute intestinal pain or exhaustion, and moaned 
piteously until death has ended its misery. 
Post-mortem. Being anxious to compare different 
cases I made a most-mortem examination of six 
heifers, and in each case found the appearances 
nearly the same. In the protracted cases an abnormal. 
quantity of discoloured serous fluid was found in 
the abdominal cavity, the peritoneum was congested 
in places, invariably in the sub-lumbar region, and 
rapidly undergoing a gangrenous change. The 
rumen was partially filled with a semi-fluid mixture, 
only in one instance was I able to find any acorns, 
and in that case there were thirty in number, un- 
masticated. The reticulum to the naked eye was 
healthy and empty. The omasum was also empty, 
and appeared free from disease. I consider the 
absence of food in this organ exceptional. The 
abomasum in one case only contained some fluid in 
which I found a great quantity of undigested particles 
of the shells of the acorn. In all cases this organ 
presented the characteristic congested patches of this 
disease, the size of the patches varying in different 
cases. The bowels contained no food, and the 
mucous membrane of the large and small intestines 
from the pyloric orifice to the commencement of the 
rectum was in a congested and thickened condition. 
Ulceration at intervals in the intestinal canal had 
ae. The kidneys were pale in colour, and 
greatly distended with a nearly colourless 
Treatment, When the animal was in the consti- 
stage adininistered an oleaginous purgative, 
of i ol. lini Oi., tinet. Opii. aqua. 3i., ordered a pint 
to ven tea and the same quantity of oatmeal gruel 
mixt given three times a day, with the following 
tinct. opii. aqua. 3iv., bi.-carb. sode 3iv. 
tive ogg cases I found this treatment very effec- 
pind i my Opinion unless the veterinary sur- 
‘ called in at the earliest stage of the disease 
and than unsatisfactory. The symptoms 
m i 
Purgatives should wear denote that drastic 
ore concluding I should like to mention an 
in 
of a two-year-old bull. The owner 
Breat acorn se seeing him that the animal was a 
Precisely similar symptoms presented were 
ing from an acute ose exhibited by a horse suffer- 
from side to Preset = of colic. He rolled about 
i 
right, Bola the pain subsided he stood up- 
of mucus tj ey lately defcecated a small quantity 
nged with blood. For this case I admin- 


ning and bellowing at intervals. | 


istered ol. lini. Oi., chlorodyne 3.» the chlorodyne 
containing eight grains of morphia. The soporific 
effect was soon apparent, and half the quantity of 
the above prescription was administered again the 
same evening. On the following day the pain had 
subsided, and for a week the opium and soda bicarb. 
treatment was adopted. Solid foods of all kinds were 
avoided for three days, linseed tea and well boiled 
meal gruel were given in an unlimited quantity. 
This animal is recovering slowly. 

Heifers under two years of age are the principal 
sufferers. Sheep and pigs eat enormous quantities, 
but I have never seen one of the latter suffering from 
the disease. The fact of their avoiding the shell of 
the acorn is interesting and probably important. I 
am inclined to think acorns are not so poisonous in 
a green condition, and it would be a great advantage 
if we knew what amount constituted a poisonous 
dose. This would be difficult to determine, as the 
animal persistently eats them until the constipated 
stage of the disease. Here is an excellent oppor- 
tunity for the chemistry department of one of the 
veterinary colleges to supply the profession with a 
complete chemical analysis of the acorn. ‘ 


PAINLESS DESTRUCTION OF DOMESTIC 
CARNIVORA. 


By Henry Gray, Kensington. 


Having adopted for some time a method for the 
destruction of the life of dogs and cats, and finding 
that it is more efficacious than hydrocyanic acid, in- 
duces me to bring it before the notice of the pro- 
fession. The modus operandi is thus: An assistant 
places the animal to be destroyed between his knees, 
and with one hand firmly holds the muzzle elevated, 
and with the other secures the fore-limbs. The 
operator with an ordinary glass or quittor syringe, 
which must be well packed, injects chloroform down, 
or rather up the nostril. Ten minims so injected 
will kill a two-months-old kitten in a manner as if 
it were shot; a drachm will suffice for an adult 
cat or fox-terrier. The limbs, muscles, and in fact 
the whole body seems to be rapidly thrown into a 
state of flaccidity without the animal uttering even a 
moan. 

For this method I claim that chloroform paralyses 
the whole system at once ; it does not cause the 
animal to scream; does not cause vomition, kills 
rapidly ; finally, it is not dangerous to the adminis- 
trator. 

Whereas hydrocyanic acid has the following dis- 
advantages : It causes horrible convulsions ; it causes 
the animal to give a piercing shriek or cry; it is 
liable to be rejected by the animal vomiting ; and it 
is dangerous to the administrator. 

I trust your readers will give chloroform admin- 
istered intra-nasally a trial and record their exper- 
ience in The Veterinary Record. 


Nore on Cyanme Porsonine. 


Some time ago I read in one of the journals a 
statement by the writer of the article on H.C.N. 
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isoning, that he failed to kill by applying the acid 

the eye. As I have never failed to succeed by 
this method I beg to draw attention to the erroneous 
conclusions drawn. The failure was due either to 
the inferior quality or the insufficient quantity of the 
acid so applied. 

The symptoms observed in a cart-horse destroyed 
by giving an ounce of potassium cyanide in solution 
were similar to those observed in small animals when 
poisoned by this agent or H.C.N. The animal was 
suffering from brain disease, and he was destroyed 
as stated so that we could examine the organ in its 
entirety. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A special meeting of the Council was held on Wednes- 
day, the 1st inst., to confirm the alteration of bye-laws 
yee at the meeting on the 19th ult. The President, 

. W. Wragg, Esq., in the chair. 

The members present were: General Sir Frederick 
FitzWygram, Professors Penberthy, McFadyean, and 
Shave, Col. Oliphant, Vet-Captain Raymond, Messrs. 
Elphick, Hartley, Hunting, Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, 
Trigger, Wheatley,and Wragg. Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor) 
and Mr. A. W. Hill (Secretary). 

Prof. Edgar was present at the meeting of Council at 
the conclusion of the special meeting. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Mr. Kidd, Prof. Williams, Prof. Walley, Mr. Mer- 
rick, Mr. Peele, Mr. Faulkner, and Mr. Nisbet. ; 

The minutes of the last special meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Mr. W. J. Muivey moved the confirmation of the 
following alteration in the bye-laws, “That no student 
shall be eligible for the first examination until he has 
attended one session of not less than thirty weeks, ex- 
clusive of holidays, at the same college or school.” 

Mr. J. F. Stimpson seconded the motion, which was 

d to. i 

Mr. Huntine :—1 was going to move an amendment. I 
may say this, that the carrying of this motion is simply 
nonsense, because it was one of three alterations, all of 
which depended upon each other, and the other two have 
not been carried. However it is passed now. 

Prof. PensertHy proposed the confirmation of the 
following resolution, “ That bye-law 39 be suspended for 
six months, for the, purpose of election of examiners for 
the Fellowship Degree.” 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was agreed to 


OxpINARY MbeeTING. 


A meeting of Council was theu held to elect examiners 
for the Fellowship Degree. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

The Secretary said that having made an application 
for the use of the Examination Hall on the Embankment 
for the purpose of the December examinations, he had 
been informed that the hall had been engaged by the 
Government for the whole of the week commencing on 

‘ Monday the 11th December. If, however, the date of the 
examination could be altered to the 4th or 18th December 
the hall would be available. 

Mr. Mutvey :—As it is almost im ible 
the written examination, I think 
enquiries at other places. I think it is known to Mr.’ 

Hill that when we were arranging for the written ox- 


amination at the beginning of this year, we found upon 
enquiry that there was a hall in Farringdon Street and 
another off Piccadilly, either of which would answer our 
purpose. I would suggest that enquiries be made as to 
whether we can get accomodation at either of those places 
or some other place. 

Prof. Pensertuy :—The secretary or the president 
can settle that. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I will move that it be left in the hands 
of the president and secretary to engage a hall suitable 
for the purpose. 

Mr, Lawson seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 


Execrion or EXAMINERS FOR THE Degree. 


Mr. Mutvey :—Before we proceed to the election, [ 
should like to ask in what way you intend the election to 
take place. The regulations laid down now are that 
there are three distinct subjects. Do you propose to 
elect one examiner for each subject, or will you proceed 
to elect them en bloc. ; 

Mr. TriccER :—We can elect the examiners first, and 
then fit them to the posts. 

Mr. Huntine :—I hope not. The difficulty is this, if 
we elect the whole three men together, then if we happen 
to have a round man among them he must be put into 
a square hole, and if by any chance no one is elected who 
is fit to examine on bacteriology, how are you going to 
manage it then? Surely you are not going to elect your 
three men on the same kind of principle as the Chinese 
adopt in appointing admirals and engineers—by examin 
ing them in a course of Confucius. This Council in its 

mier days decided it would be as well to have each 
examiner elected for a special subject, and not to examine 
in more than one subject. That was very much insisted 
upon not long'ago. Now you propose to elect three men 
haphazard and then stick them in according to the best 
way they fit. You do not select the best men for the 
post, but you select them somehow or other, and then the 
man who is nearest the job you fit into it. I say it is au 
abominable system of election. 

Mr. Mutvey :— The President has not yet decided how 
we are to elect. 

The Prestpent :—T! will p to, give my answer 
to Mr. Mulvey as to the mode’ by which we shall elect. 
There is one difficulty, and that is that somebody may 
say that it is not mentioned on the agenda paper that 
examiners shall be elected for particular subjects 

Mr. Huntine :—It is not for the agenda paper to state 
the method in which we should proceed. : 

Prof. M’FavyEan :—The examiners for the Fellowship 
Degree and the examiners for the ordinary examination 
appear to be nominated in a totally different way. In 
case of an examiner being a candidate for what I may 
call an ordinary examination he is nominated to a part 
cular subject. Here they have not been: they have 
been nominated for anything, and we must assume that 
they are fit for anything. -1 say that the difficulty does 
not occur at the present moment. If there is one ¥° 
are landed in it already. I might endeavour to show 
the absurdity of it by saying, suppose there is nob 


‘| competent on this list to examine in bacteriology. 


to move “That the examiners be elected en bli.” 

Mr. :—I second the motion. 
Vet.-Capt. RayMonp:—I have to move as an amen 
ment “ That the examiners be elected, one for votsciesy 
medicine and surgery, one for veterinary hygiene rio 

sanitary science, and one for pathology and bac 


logy. 
“Mir. Txrccer :—How are you going to settle with re 

gard to the thesis ? : 
Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—It says here, “ The thesis may 

be accepted or rejected by the examiners. fos. ‘The 
Mr. Rumase :—It is provided for in the rules. 
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candidate has to undergo an examination before the 
three examiners on his thesis. _ 

Prof. M’Fapygan:—May I ask what are the two 
microscopical specimens which the examiner on medicine 
has tosend in and the examiner on hygiene. That is one 
of the regulations which seems to me to convey the idea 
that they were all to examine on each of the subjects. 

Mr. Huntine :--I do not think there is any such rule 
about microscopical specimens on the first two subjects, 
it is only on the third, bacteriology. 

Mr. Simpson :—I will second Capt. Raymond’s amend- 
ment, that an examiner be selected for each of the three 
subjects. My intention was to have supported this pro- 
position had somebody else proposed it. My observation 
just now was that there was nothing before the meeting. 

The amendment was then put to the meeting “ That 
the examiners should be elected separately for each sub- 
ject,” when there voted 7 for and 7 against. _ 

The PresipeNntT said he should decide in favour of the 
election en bloc. 

The uames of those who had been nominated were 
then read as follows :— 


Nominated by 
James Macqueen W. A. Edgar 
W. Duguid W. A. Edgar and J. F. Simpson 
G. Fleming J. F. Simpson 
Prof. Woodroffe Hill J. W. Axe & J. R. Cox 
J. W, Axe W. J. Mulvey 
Capt. F. Smith W. J. Mulvey 
W. Pritchard J. Roalfe Cox 
Finlay Dun J. A. Dollar 
J. Roalfe Cox W. Hunting 


Mr. Huntine :-—I withdraw my nomination of Mr. J. 
Roalfe Cox, as it is doubtful if it is in order. 

The Ballot was then taken for the election of three 
examiners out of those nominated, and in the result the 
President declared that Messrs. Duguid, Macqueen, and 
Fleming were elected. 

Mr. Hunting :—Are we not going to arrange for the 
subject to be allotted to the examiners. 

Prof. M’Fapyzan :—I should Jike to support the sug- 
gestion thrown out. Although I moved that the exami- 
ners should be elected en bloc, I think we should put them 
in their proper place. 

_ Mr. Tricegr ;--I seconded Prof. M’Fadyean’s resolu- 
tion with the understanding that it should be so. 

Prof. M’Fapygan :—I move “that the Council appoint 
the examiners to definite. positions on the Board.” 

t. Trigger seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to, 

Prof. M’Fapygan moved “That Prof. Duguid be ap- 
Pointed examiner of pathology and bacteriology.” 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp seconded the motion. 

J. Smwpson :--I propose that Prof. Macqueen 
appointed to that subject. 
fo - PRESIDENT :—There are two candidates before us 
D © eXamination in pathology and bacteriology, Prof. 
uguid, and Prof. Macqueen. 
ballot was then taken, and Prof. Duguid was 
d elected by 14 votes to 1. 
vas 4 PRESIDENT :—Now we will take the election for 

P nary mediciae and surgery. 

essor PenserTay:—I propose Professor Mac- 


Bes F. Simpson seconded the motion, which was 


:--I propose that Dr. Fleming be ap- 
Science, “xmnioer for veterinary hygiene and sanitary 
Mr. 
The motion motion. 


etpENT:—I declare that Dr. Fleming is 
Xaminer for veterinary hygiene and sanitary 


Dare or EXaMINatIon. 


The Prestpent :—We have to fix the date for the 
fellowship examination. 

Professor PensertHy :—Have you any more candi- 
dates ? 

The Szcretary :—I think we have a certain three. 

Prof. Pensertuy :—That is not a quorum. 

The Szcretary :—No, but I think very likely we 
shall have. 

Mr. Mutvey :—We can have an examination if their 
is only one now. I propose the date be fixed for Thurs- 
day, 7th December. ‘ 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson seconded the motion, which was 


agreed to. 
Reatstration Commitee. 


On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr 
TricceEr, the Seal of the Council was affixed to the 
recommendation for the prosecution of a man whose 
case had been before the committee. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson a vote of thanks was 
passed to the President for his conduct in the chair. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary general meeting of this Society was held 
in the Masonic Temple at the Holborn Restaurant, at 
six p.m.on Thursday, Nov. 2nd,1893. The President 
A. Prudames, Esq., was in the chair. The following 
Fellows were present :—Prof. J. W. Axe,! A. L. Butters, 
Captain Butler, A.V.D., M. Clarke, Col. F. Duck, 
A.V.D., Jno. A. W. Dollar, H. Edgar, T. C. Garry, 8S. E. 
Holmans, Prof. F, Hobday, J. 8. Hurndall, W. Hunting, 
F. Jarvis, Major Longhurst, A.V.D., G. C. Lowe, F. C. 
Mahon, W. J. Mulvey, Prof. MacFadyean, Prof. Mac- 
queen, Prof. Penberthy, Prof. Pritchard, Capt. F. Ray- 
wond, A.V.D., J. Rowe. A. Rogerson, W. Roots, W. 
Stapley, Prof. Shave, Prof. Smith, A.V.D., S. Villar, 
F. W. Willett, J. Woodger, and F. W. Wragg. 

Among the visitors were Drs, Goffin and Summer- 
ville, Messrs. Maidment, Walpole and Blake. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read letters and telegrams from the 
following gentlemen who regretted their inability to 
attend :—Mr. Edwin Faulkner, Mr. J. Low, Mr. Ruther- 
ford, Mr. Wheatley, Mr. W. F. Barrett, Mr. A. Gostling 
and Mr. W. E. Edwards. 


New FEttows. 


The following gentlemen were ballotted for and elected 
Fellows of the Society :—Mr. J. Wilson Barker and Mr. 
Joshua K. Bruce. 

NoMINATIONS. 


Mr. W. B. Edwards, M.R.C.V.S., of Royal Veterinary 
College, N.W.; Messrs. H. Boyson, and T. B. Arnald, of 
Alder House, Alderbrook Road, Clapham Common, 
S.W.; Mr. F. O. L. Walpole, M.R.C.V'S., of the Royal 
Veterinary College, N.W; Mr. A. Blake, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Redhill, Surrey; and Mr. Hugh M. Singleton, of 
Ealing. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen,—Allow me to thank you most cordially 
for having elected me to fill the honourable position of 
President of this Society, and to ask your indulgence for 
any shortcomings on my part, for when I look at the list 


of able and talented men who have previously occupied 
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this chair, I feel quite surprised at my temerity. I can 
only promise to do my best to prevent the interests of 
this Association from suffering through my incapabilities 
and shall hope to draw somewhat largely on Fellows 
absent and present to render the year -both pleasant and 
profitable. 
Veterinary Medical Associations are responsible for 
many pleasant hours ; at these times we meet old friends 
and make new ones, interchange ideas or deal friendly 
blows, and learn to respect each other and ourselves. As 
the former continues to spread there will be less bitter- 
ness in our differences, and by the latter we shall grad- 
ually raise ourselves individually and the profession 
generally. These processes are surely but slowly taking 
place year by year. I think we should not depend too 
much upon what is done for us by the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or any other col- 
lective or administrative body, nor rest contented with 
the reflected light of those few shining stars we have 
amongst us, although Ido not underestimate the value 
of these several adjuncts. It behoves each individual to 
further this object by acting so as to make himself re- 
spected by those around him, both in his social and: 
professional life ; it will then follow that some of the 
anomalies still existing may be done away with, and in- 
stead of surgeuns, veterinary surgeons may be appointed 
as medical officers of health and as meat iuspectors, for 
which duties their education and training render them 
specially suitable; further, instead of policemen (who' 
eady have an excess of duties) being inspectors under 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals Act, the office will 
be filled by qualified members of our profession. This 
I believe will be still more necessary for the protection 
of the public if scabies or mange be placed under the 
Contagious Diseases Act, which should be done without 
further delay. 


ventive Medicine have added so few veterinary surgeons 
to their committee of management, I trust they will 


eventually see the advisability of strengthening the’ 
institution by making an alteration in this direction, for’ 


I am sure there are many able, willing, and fully qualified 
— amongst us whose services should be of great 
value. 

The past year will be memorable in the history of our 
profession owing to the introduction of the four years 
course of study at the various colleges, au alteration 
the value of which time only can prove ; however I am 
strongly of opinion that to have introduced a summer 
session as once suggested would have been a great mis- 
take ; at that season of the year sedentary occupation is 
contra indicated, and the time may be more usefully 
occupied by that form of recreation which consists in 
change of employment, giving au opportunity for gaining 
necessary practical knowledge under circumstances 
favourable to health, and thus to some extent making 
amends for the absence of compulsory pupilage. With 
the improved practical examination the want of the 
at the recent examinations, | 

rust that the additional time will render i 
pcm doa er such mishap a 
_ This Association has in 22 years waded through j 
infancy and youth thence tovigorous manhood, sIkwegh 
it has, like all things human, experienced checks, and 
varying degrees of prosperity, yet [ think it has arrived 

_ &t a period of strength and practical usefulness, (er- 
tainly the complaint made in 1882 of want of interest in 
it shown by the professors or teachers at the London 
College has ceased ; I have only to look around me this 
evening or to recall many previous ones to prove this 
nor do 1 think our brethren in the army are at all behind 
others in putting their shoulder to the wheel of progress 
or the advancement of this Society. 1 hope that during 


It is to be regretted that the British Institute of Pre-" 


the present year they too will continue to assist in the 
work which can only be carried out satisfactorily by 
united efforts. 
I must express my regret that want of time, owing to 
domestic and professional duties, has prevented me mak- 
ing these few observations more fitting to this occasion, 
and close these disjointed remarks by thanking you for 
the patience you have shown in listening to them ; per- 
mit me to wish the Central Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion a successful year, and every member of it prosperity . 
in their undertakings and good health to enjoy them. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Fellows then adjourned to the Prince’s Saloon, 
where the 24th annual dinner took place. The dinner 
was well attended and an enjoyable evening spent. 
Messrs. Maidment, J. Woodger, W. Roots, A. Rogerson, 
F. C. L. Walpole, rendered efficiently several songs and 
recitations, assisted also by Mr. W. Wright (pianist) of 
Highbucy Park, N., ably supported by Mr. Sam Wright 
(humourist). 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


|... The 136th General Meeting was held in the Theatre of 
the College on Nov. 1st, at 6.30 p.m. There were present 
Prof. McFadyean, Prof. Hobday, Messrs. Wild, Coghill 
and members. Mr. Dowell took the Chair. 

Prof. McFadyean introduced a post-mortem specimen 
of Generalised Cancer in the horse; it was he said, the 
only case of diffused cancer in horse he had ever seen, 
| and was a very good specimen. i 

Prof. McFadyean then read a paper on “ Tuberculosis 
and the use of Tuberculin.”” In commencing, the Presi- 
dent first of all dealt with its wide distribution amongst 
. the domestic animals, stating that in cows, as raany a 
one in three were affected. He then treated of the 
modes for detecting tuberculous animals, while still alive, 
and said that it was by no means an easy matter unless 
the animals were badly affected’ You might either 
search for the organism, or study th€ symptoms, but both 
of these were unsatisfactory as infallible methods of 
diagnosis. For if a drop of blood was abstracted from 
an animal and subjected to a microscopical examination, 
the bacillus would not be found, as it was only rarely 
that it got into the blood, so that inoculation of some 
other animal with the blood of one affected would very 
rarely lead to tuberculosis. An examination. of the 
was also useless unless the gland was affected. In the 
human subject an axamination of the expectorate was # 
very fruitful source of information, but in the domesti¢ 
animals this cannot be carried out so well, as the 
pectorate is usually swallowed, and also in anitaals only 
slightly affected the lungs may not be affected to avy 
appreciable extent. Exploratory puncture of any super 
ficial lymphatic glands might lead to the detection of t 
bacillus by the aid of the microscope. 3 of 
clinical symptoms, except in bad cases, they prs 
little importance, the temperature might be pe y 
normal, and an examination of the chest in slight oo 
would be useless. Prof. McFadyean then dwelt upoe 
use of tuberculin as a diagnostic agent. He had f the 
a great many experiments on animals in all — boty. 
disease and considered the resulis to be very satistae bat 
If an animal was not affected there was no re-actlon, 
in animals well nourished though only very we 
affected, there was a very marked reaction, the ri tion, 
ture started to rise about four hours after — hours. 
and the maximum was reached in about 10 we 
During the paper a number of illustrative * 
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shown upon the screen by McCoghill. A discussion, in 
which many of the members joined, took place. Hearty 
votes of thanks were then given to Prof. McFadyean, 
Mr. Coghill and Mr. Dowell, and the proceedings 


terminated. 
R. Over, Assist. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PARASITIC DISEASE AMONGST 
AUSTRALIAN CATTLE. 


Mr. P. P. Gordon, the Chief Inspector of Live 
Stock for Queensland, transmits a report prepared by 
Mr. Archibald Park, of Hobart, of investigations on 
the diseases of cattle undertaken during the present 
year. Mr. Park states that he was engaged in his 
operations from the 22nd May to 4th July. Making 
Boonbooma the centre of his operations, he seems to 
have examined about 50,000 head of cattle gathered 
from various stations, The proportion of culls, 
scallawags, and wasters, it is recorded, was not large ; 
about one case of antinomycosis was found among 
the 8000 head, and one of tuberculosis in 2000 head. 
This contrasts favourably with the percentage of 
tuherculosis occurring either in Great Britain or on 
the continent of Europe. But intestinal and other 
parasites in this part of the colony, and during this 
season, appear to have been very frequent, and 
special mention is made of spiroptera reticulata—a 
spirally striated, rapidly multiplying worm, about two 
inches long, believed to enter the intestinal canal in 
its sporular or embryo stage, and to be thence carried 
into the lymphatic glands and vessels in which it is 
developed in encysted tumours. These are chiefly 
found about the throat and neck, amongst the great 
muscles of the chest or quarter, and sometimes in 
the lungs, liver, and other internal organs. These 
eens tumours are said to be frequently mistaken 
or tubercle. Where they can be got at, they are 
readily removed, and the carcase, it is inferred, is 
perfectly safe for food. 
e... Park appears to believe that these spiroptera 
ieee oe Vitality of the tissues, and predispose to 
F culosis and actinomycosis, and adduces in evi- 

ence the finding of all the three parasites in the 
‘ame animal. This concurrence is probably, how- 
ever, only fortuitous. The spiroptera and the micro- 
ae of tubercle and actinomycosis occur quite 

2 pendently of each other, having no more relation 

cause and effect than the attacks of skin, pulmon- 
wae gastro-intestinal parasites of different 
Pons, which sometimes simultaneously assail 

cal? or yearling in this country. Mr. 
vs ew ascribes the presence of the spirop- 
many of which have proved 
them, the sheep which formerly 
the naked eve fee wie s the spiroptera as seen by 
ide out its life microscope, but has not 
Spiroptera t is enquired whether the 
of the world. W s been observed in other parts 
in Great Brita; € are not aware of its being found 
described Eu, A number of species have been 
“Uropean veterinarians, and are stated 


chiefly to invade the mucous membrane of the diges- 
tive tract of horses, dogs, cattle, and hogs, provoking 
gastro-intestinal irritation and inflamation. The 
species best known and occasionally met with in this 
country is spiroptera megastoma, found in the cardiac 
portion of the stomach of the horse, where it burrows 
and encysts itself, producing tumours about the size 


of a haricot bean, from which the worm escapes,. 


giving rise to dyspepsia, and sometimes colic. 


GLANDERS. 


DeatH or A HorskKeePer.—At the Hammersmith 
Coroner’s Court, Mr. C. Luxmore Drew opened an in- 
quest concerning the death of William W: , aged 46 
years, of Elric Street, Hammersmith. The widow of 
the deceased, who was the first witness, said that her 
husband had been employed as a horsekeeper at the 
stables of the London Road Car Company, Norman 
Road, Fulham. Towards the end of September he told 
her that a horse had bitten the fourth finger of his right 
hand, and about a week Jater he began to complain of 
severe headaches. Following these headaches came pains 
in his legs and arms, and on the 7th inst. he weat to a 
dispensary. The pains increased, and he went on the 
14th inst. to the West London Hospital, where he was 
told that he was suffering from rheumatic fever. He was 
admitted into the hospital on the 18th and died on the 
24th. He had told her that one of the horses under his 
care had been killed and that it had a lump in his throat, 
but he did not say that that was the horse that bit him. 
George Jeffrey, the foreman of the stables, said that the 
deceased never complained to him of having been bitten 
by'a horse. This witness was being questioned by Mr. 
Spencer, who represented the London County Council, 
as to the presence of glanders in the stables at Norman 
Road, when Mr. W. Tyndall Moore objected, on the 
ground that the questions did not affect the cause of this 
man’s death. The coroner said that it was their 
business to go into the surrounding circumstances, and 
he thought the questions were certainly relevant. 
Robert Porch, F.R.C.V.S., the veterinary surgeon in 
charge of these stables, said that one of the horses in the 
stud of which the deceased man had the charge was 
noticed to have an enlargement of the gland under the 
jaw and it was isolated. After a period of from 14 to 18 
days it developed symptoms which he diagnosed as those 
of glanders, and about September 25th it was killed. 
Other horses suffering from glanders had been killed at 
these stables, and there was one in the stables which had 
that day been condemned by the Council’s inspector as 
suffering from glanders. Mr. J. H. Wilks, the house 
physician at the West London Hospital, said that Wal- 
lace’s case was of a very doubtful character, and it was 
not until the 23rd inst. that it was diagnosed as glan- 
ders, to which his death was certainly due. The coroner 
said that in the interests of science and of the public it 
was desirable that the inquiry should be adjourned in 
order that an examination of the body should be made 
by an expert. This was a case of great public importance 
and one of a kind which rarely occurred. ‘The inquiry 
was accordingly adjourned. 


Heavy Penautizs.— Waller Amey, an omnibus pro- 
prietor, of Malmesbury Road, Bow, was summoned for 
having caused a diseased horse to be driven along the 
highway contrary to the Glanders and.Farey Order of 
1892. He was also summoned for failing to give notice 
with all practicable speed of the fact that he had the 
diseased animal in his stables—Mr. Johu Collman, from 
the! Solicitors’ Department of the London County 
Council, prosecuted.—The defence was that Mr. Amey 
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272 
did not know that the horse was suffering from glanders, | it om such and such grounds. That opinion was not pe 
and that his servants were instructed when any of his | worth anything, and did not prove perjury. wi 
horses got sick not to send them out, but to send fora| Mr. Bullen: Except to show that his evidence was 24 
veterinary surgeon—Mr. Hannay .said the defendant | material to the case. { 
-would have to pay £20 on each summons, with costs,} The Judge remarked that they had nothing to do with des 
making in all £40 4s. with the materiality now. He should tell the jury what ma 
Lo was material in this case. | to: 
In reply to the Judge, Mr. Bullen said that the infor. } 
GLANDERS IN CuBa.—Glanders is becoming so pre- ge, infor 
valent among the human population of Cuba, that a com- st te Ja ony ‘Six bees: “s laid until Sept. 20th. Act 
mission has been appointed to devise measures for the| yy e Judge : Six months after the offence. . 
repression of the disease. According to the Cronica r. Bullen explained that the reason of the delay was f 
TA dico-Quirurgica de la Habana, glanders was imported that the matter was before the committee. him 
into Cuba from the United States during the insurréc- | _ The Judge observed that, there appeared to be very J 
tion of 1868, and ever sinee it has been largely prevalent gr to the 
among horses throughout the island. The first case in | 4, “0 or pon len (Justices’ Clerk) produced the of 
the human subject occurred in 1870, and since then sitions he took in the case. é ther 
from twenty to forty persons have died of the disease | . n cross-examination witness said they were only be 
every your. One of the most recent victims was Dr, jottings or notes of the evidence. They were not taken off fi 
José Francisco Arango, a brilliant physician and teacher, in the light of depositions. They were not read over to abou 
distinguished for his literary not less than for his scien- witnesses, nor yet signed, and the witnesses had no op- He « 
tific attainments. By a melancholy coincidence, the of correcting 
first case of glanders in the human subject which occurred he Judge :—Then the witnesses have no opportunity bably 
in Cuba was reported by hitn. of knowing what is taken down ? such 
Mr. Allen: Not in these cases, my lord. Cr 
e College of Veterinary Surgeons, had been in con- the h 
THE CHARGE OF PERJURY AGAINST A |siderable practice, and fcins the character of a highly that 
BOURNEMOUTH VETERINARY SURGEON. honourable man amongst members of his profession and quen 
others. He believed Mr. Blake was one of the Inspectors trates 
At the Dorset Assizes, which were opened at Dorches ~ He 
C. Hansfora sat on the of March he was 
»Kt., ac a cart. . 
— tase animal was in poor condition, and on the off fore knee 
and there was a large wound, or scab, which was cracked, and ve d 
wilfal and corrupt perjury in his evidence oe D Oonstadle He 
the hearing of a certain information at the Poole ofthe 
Borongh Petty Sessions, wherein William Peet, Inspector | there was self 
ea was the informant, and Albert Curtis, a lad oslenyptemewat, He believed he said before the not ex 
New- | magistrates that the wound was covered with a scab. 
Tuesday afternoon, and was not concluded until after On the 
He was good at weight. Darel 
Mr. Buller prosecuted, and» Mr. C, W. Matthews, in- Ganghter). to that 
Mr. Bullen, in opening the case, said th i Ne a hen he had 
was laid by the Royal Society for the Prevention of The van d The 
Cruelty to Animals, and upon which prosecution bein No 
commenced Blake was cal.ed in to give evidence on behalf or ough 
of the then defendant, and it was in the course of his. Th not. dat int 
giving that evidence that he committed the alleged He the gular, 
fury. Mr. Bullen then detailed the facta of the | March 20th, The plac Proce 
remarking that the evidence upon which the char and he 
“An abrasion the knee could be seen then, and Mr. King took meas 
on the near foreleg on the outer side, six inches above the — whence Sept. 29th, 
knee; no discharge; scab only; quite away from th ross examined: He saw the horse on 
bend of the knee; no wound on either The of Ma 
were the words as taken down on the depositions b aug | him the horee on: the we 
called to show that was untrue, but that the he over the knee with “pore 
suffering quite differently from what Blake r orse was | known the defendant for nearly two years, and he 
It could be proved that the wounds did exist at the time the wad 
the defendant examined the animal, and that hi 
stated on oath for the purpose of getting Curtis > rv he | sent when Mr. King examined the horse. horse i8 
ed was untrue, Mr. Bullen proceedat uscharg- | P.S. Horn, stationed at Poole, said he saw the 
visit paid by two of the Magistrates to Bant ed to the | Mr. Rogers’ stable on March 4th, On the i ~ 
for the purpose of examining the horse —y s stables | was a large sore which was cracked open, and bl 
evidence, in which they said that the state: ane to their | matter were oozing from it. He 
influenced their jadgment. meutsof Blake | Cross-examined :—The wound was scabbed 
thay had that having given their ag think the injury was by Pook 
ey no right to come f. u in the employ of Mr. Roger®,. 
orward and say that they gave | said he saw the horse on March ath. Tt was in ® 7 
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poor condition. Tiere was a sore on the off fore knee 
with a wound on the upper part. The wound was about 
2 inches’in length, about a} or 4 inch in width. 
Cross-examined: He did not agree with Hansford’s 
description of the wound. He was not before the 
| magistrates on March 4th. His attention was directed 
| to the wound by the gentleman of the Cruelty Act. 
Mr. Matthews: Who is the gentleman of the Cruelty 
Act (laughter). . 
Witness : Inspector Peet. 
By Mr. Bullen: A statement was taken down from 


: him at the Police Station in March. 
John Thomas King, veterinary surgeon, of Bourne- 
; mouth, said he saw the horse at Newtown, on the 25th 
of March, in Mr. Banten’s stable. He made a sketch 
, then of what he saw on the knee. The sketch produced 


was the same as he made at the time. He examined the 
off fore knee, and found a wound running obliquely down 
about 13 inches in length. The wound was then healed. 
He observed no wound five or six inches above the knee. 
His opinion was that the wound was an incised one, pro- 
bably caused by the animal falling on a sharp substance, 
y such as broken glass. 

Cross-examined: He would not swear that the wound 
could not be caused by barbed wire. When he examined 


< the horse, Mr. Bauten, the owner, was there. He knew 
ly that he was going there to examine the horse in vonse- 
mM quence of what the defendant had said before the magis- 
= trates. Inspector Peet and Deputy Chief Constable 
ts Hains accompanied him when he examined the horse. 
unt He did not give notice to his brother veterinary 
‘ed (the defendant) that he was going there to examine the 
‘he horse. He was sorry now that he had not done so, and 
“= he admitted that would have been the fairest thing to 
a have done. He had to pass defendant’s house when he 
ted went to examine the horse, but he did not call on him 
oF when he went to examine the horse. He took the sketch 
a of the horse’s knee for the purpose of a guide for him- 


self. tie had seen the horse since Sept. 29th, but he did 
the not examine it. 
ee John J. Norton, J.P., of. Poole, said he was present on 
er the Bench when the case came before the magistrates. 
‘ —— 22nd of March he went in company with Mr. 
Sai urell, another magistrate, to see the horse. Previous 
to that, on the 21st of March, he went in company with 
- Mr. Charles Carter, another Justice, to Mr. Banten’s 
bee | but on the road they met Mr. Banten, who said 
He € had sold the horse. 
shes. Mr. Bullen : Oh, I don’t want to hear that. 

oi he Judge: You know you ougut not to say that, 
9 at a _— as you area magistrate, and should know, 
ae 7 ght to know, at least, a little bit of the law on such 
date og and you must know such a remark is irre- 


sa ptding, Mr. Norton said he looked at the horse, 

am Saw on the upper part of the off fore knee the 

, mest Ne scar of an old wound. He should think it was 

Pate: rad healed wound. It was an irregular wound, 

; © inches long, and about an inch to an inch and 
bing in the widest part. 

Chiet meres Durell, J.P., of Poole, corroborated. 
March —C Peet, of the R.S.P.C.A., said on 
about eight he went to Newtown. He arrived there 
Mr hoe in the evening, when he saw a bay horse in 
tore knee us stable. The animal had a very bad off 
down the fo e knee was swollen, and there was a cut 

nning 1 of the knee from which blood and pus was 
conseutrence pg about four inches long at that time. lu 
he saw Bla ta letter he received from the defendant, 

®on the 14th, at his house. The latter, in 


t inten Me conversation which took place, said 
hight. Witn night foil, which might come on in a 


besid ®ss said, “ Not in the state that the horse 
tt had a bad broken knee.’ Defendant 


asked him if there was going to be a prosecution, and he 


replied, yes ; and Blake then said that he should advise 


Banten to have the horse knocked on the head. Witness 
saw the defendant again on the 18th, at Bournemouth, 
when he told witness that he had received a letter from 
Banten’s lawyer, informing him that he would have to 
go to the court on Monday, and that witness said that he 
(Blake) said that the horse ought to be killed or pole- 
axed. Witness replied,“‘S2 you did say so.’ Defen- 
dant then said, “ And the letter says that you said that 
the horse had got a bad broken knee.”’ Witness replied, 
“So it had.” Defendant then said, “ You must have 
made a mistake, as there was no wound on the knee.” 
Witness said, “ Have you seen the right horse, Mr. 
Blake?” He replied, “ Yes, but there is no sore on the 
knee, or within five or six inches of the knee. The 
horse did have a superficial scratch above the knee, but 
that was all gone. itness said, “If you say that, you 
will not speak the truth, Blake.” Defendant replied, 
“You have your Society to work for, and I have my 
client to work for.” Witness said, “ You had better 
bring the horse to the Court on Monday.” When the 
case was heard the defendant gave evidence, but the 
horse was not brought to the Court, and witness asked 
the magistrates to adjourn the case, in order that the 
horse might be produced. The magistrates, however, dis- 
missed the case. 


Cross-examined: No one could corroborate the con- 
versation he had with Blake, with respect to the horse. 
The witness, when pressed by Mr. Matthews, said he 
must admit, after the evidence of Mr. King, said he had 
made a mistake in swearing that it was a badly broken 
knee. He agreed with Mr. King that the injury might 
have been occassioned by the knee coming in contact 
with a sharp substance. He saw the horse yesterday, 
but could not see any sign of the sore. When he had 
the couversation with Blake, the latter said there was no 
injury on the knee, and he came to the Court and swore 
there was no injury on the knee at all. On the 3rd of 
August, and 17th of August, Mr. Blake was opposed to 
him in some prosecutions at Bournemouth. Witness 
was successful on the 3rd of August, but on the 17th of 
August the summons was dismissed, Mr. Blake having 
on that occasion giving evidence on behalf the defence. 
He communicated with London on that day, and the 
information in this case was laid on September 20th, 
this being six months after the case was dismissed at 
Poole. 

Mr. Matthews: And five. weeks after the “ little 
Bournemouth affair ” (laughter). 


Witness: Yes, sir. Continuing, witness said that 
after the hearing of the case on 16th and 20th of March 
he examined witnesses for the prosecution, and cross- 
examined the witnesses for the defence. 

By the Judge: He conducted the prosecution wheb 
the case was heard in Poole, and cross-examined wit- 
nesses. He did not ask Blake any questions in the 
cross-examination as to the conversation he had with 
him. 

Mr. Matthews asked his lordship to say if there was 
any case for him to answer. What Mr. Blake said in 
his evidence was from memory, and he spoke honestly 
and to the best of his recollection, and no one who knew 
him would doubt that for a single moment. 

His Lordship said he did not hesitate to say that the 
case must be fully made out in order to obtain a con- 
viction for perjury, and to justify a conviction there 
must be evidence to abundantly satisfy the jury that 
what the defendant was alleged to have sworn falsely he 
deliberately swore with the intention to deceive, and 


| 


that it was not the result of a mistake, or anything at all 


' of that sort, or forgetfulness. It must be made clear 


that at the time the man gave his evidence he deliber- 
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ately swore that which he knew to be false and to 
deceive. 

Mr. Matthews said he was quite content to leave the 
case as it stood at present. He had a number of wit- 
nesses to call as to Mr. Blake’s character, but he ‘Was 
quite content to leave it in the hands of the jury. ~° 

His Lordship said he should put it to the jury that the 
issue they had to try was as he had stated. 

Mr. Matthews: Perhaps the jury would be kind enough 
to express their opinion. 

The Jury then deliberated fora few minutes, and His 
Lordship asked them whether, having heard from him 
what the law was in reference to perjury they had made 
up their minds une way or the other in the case. 

The Foremau : We have, my lord. 

His Lordship: Do you desire to hear Mr. Matthews, 
the counsel for the defendant, make a speech to you. © 

The Jury (together): No, my lord. 

Mr. Bullen: You have not asked them whether they 
wished to hear me, my lord. 

His Lordship (jocularly) : No, but I will, Gentlemen, 
do you wish to hear Mr. Bullen ? 

The Jurymen : We have heard quite enough from him, 
my lord (laughter). 

His Lordship : What do you say then, gentlemen, is 
the defendant guilty or not guilty ? 

The Jury: Not guilty (applanse in court.) 

His Lordship said he should like to make a remark or 
two with reference to the prosecution in these cases. He 
must say he thought it was a had practice to leave a man 
who acted as the prosecutor, who was not a lawyer, to 
act as advocate counsel, and witness, and everything 


P a Bullen: A good many of us reciprocate that, my 
ord, 
His Lordship : I really think it is a very great mistake 
permitting that sort of thing. " 
Mr. Bullen said he was sure everyone would think 
that, as really on such occasions the cases were not pro- 
perly thrashed out. 
His Lordship : What is more, there is always a certain 
amount of prejudice thrown into the cases by men acting 
as advocates. It is a very vicious practice indeed. The 
Judge went on to say that taking all the particulars in 
this case into consideration he had been altogether 
astounded that, when there was such a conflict of testi- 
mony, the Magistrate did not require the horse to be 
shown them, and not have given their decision until they 
had seen it. They had not done so, and he thought it 
was a great mistake, But what astounded him a thousand 
times more was that if it really was felt that Mr. Blake 
had committed gross and deliberate perjury, common 
justice required that he should be made aware of the 
fact—he should have beeu charged with perjury imme- 
diately, and the prosecution against him should not have 
suffered one moment’s delay not to let a man go out of 
court, and his character, which stood above reproach 
according to the evidence adduced, to be at stake. The 
defendant was allowed to go out of court on the 20th of 
March, and by picking up little bits and shreds of 
evidence on the 25th and other days, this prosecution 
was instituted, and to keep it unknown to him aud to 
keep all suspicion of the prosecution against him ab- 
solutely unknown until the month of September, nearly 


six mouths after he had given his evidenc 
which to him was absolutely ine wee hic 
coal d ouly say that he did its mode of spread, the precautions W treating i 
— in which a prosecution for perjury was ever I ed 
p nt so long, and after all prosecuted with such t does not seem to be conveyed, 
: ——ar little substance as appeared in that case before 
The jury had done exactly what he | Specially promoted by defecti 
ea te ues yore the circumstances. He did not | 80 far as bad sanitation tends to p 
y ere was no mistake, but to charge | of health generally, and therefore a nything 


guilty, he would be sent into penal servitude, was Ww 
totally different thing. ‘ of 
The defendant was discharged, and as Mr. Blake left 80 
the dock he received the congratulations of alarge number th 
of his friends who had attended the Assizes. pm 
Wi 
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Messrs. Arnold & Sons, of West Smithfield have heap. 
introduced a new form of grip or fastening for an fellov 
elastic tourniquet, for which a patent has bee at the 
applied. It is very simple and light, made in the steat 
form of a hook, but tapering towards the end with at Velope 
india rubber ring for attachment. It can be see they ¢ 
or released instantaneously. By simply placing the Page 
tubing in the hook it is held firmly and securely and Ge. G 
by is gentle outward pull it can be immediately Loge, 
leased. | 
The simplicity of the fastening, the ease with i 
which it is applied, the security of hold and the yed 
effective pressure obtained warrant the makers ™ _ 
strongly recommending this form of tourniquet. _—— 
DIPHTHERIA IN LONDON. salt 
8 
Never since we have had accurate records of mortality hiobsos 
has there been anything like so widespread an : 00 
fatal an epidemic of diphtheria in Londor as pe the ‘Ia 
which has been raging during the last two mone " po 
About 400 new cases have been reported weekly, showed 
instead of the usual average of something "e “The I think 


deaths a week there have been from 80 to 9: that 
disease is terribly fatal—much more so, 
most others—and it is found that, whereas 
fever, for example, kills less than 5 per cent. - diph- 
whom it attacks, the proportion in the case of “P 
theria is from 20 to 25 percent... ively 
Unfortunately it is a disease which 1s age 
obscure. Despite laborious investigations rigid 


skilled observers, we know very little as t : aa be 


best mode ot tre 
taken for checking it, or the bes ike enteric fevet 
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" which they may happen to be exposed. Dampness 


of dwellings, and especially a waterlogged or marshy 
eft soil, seem to foster the disease. It is habitually more 
ver than twice as prevalent in London as in the country, 


and particular regions of the home counties and of 
— Wales are specially affected by it. Women are more 
liable to be attacked than men, and it is most fatal to 
D- children between the ages of three and 12 years. 
There is good ground for considering it to be somehow 
connected with disease of the lower animals, and cer- 
tainly the milk of cows affected with a comparatively 
trivial malady of the udder has been repeatedly sus- 
pected of communicating genuine diphtheria to human 
beings. It has also been noticed that when there 
has been an epidemic of diphtheria in a particular 
village there has at the same time been a prevalence 
of some ailment of the throat and nose among the 
cats, which has sometimes carried off large numbers 
of them. Thus, in Dr. Bruce Low’s report on an 
outbreak at Enfield in the winter of 1887-8 he found 
that cats suffered in considerable numbers from 
illness, and there was such an unusual mortality 
among them that the dust contractor complained of 
the large number of their dead bodies in the dust 


om heap. One cat which sickened was the pet and play- 
“2 fellow of four little girls, who were much afflicted 
heat at the illness of their favourite, and nursed it with 
. the great care; the result was that “all four girls de- 
h a veloped diphtheria, their mother being convinced that 
sail they got it from the cat, and, indeed, no other known 
> the source of contact with infection could be discovered.”’ 


y and Dr. George Turner, in a report made for the Local 
Government Board on this particular subject, brought 


apparently due to kittens with which children had 

yed, and in some cases there seemed to be good 
ground for suspecting horses, sheep, and even fowls 
of spreading the disease to human beings.—The Times. 


ite Sheep in New South Wales. 
Writing to the Sydney Mail on 


storal pros- 
pects in New South Wales, Mr. 


. W. Bacon 


the _—. ever shorn. On 81st December 1892, 
showea® had decreased by 3,800,000, and the clip 
I th \ shortage of 40,000 bales. This year, 1893, 
56, - Ry sheep stock will probably not exceed 


| 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


orn, THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING. 
The fate of the 


kno 
naty his’ will excite no surprise. A student of veteri- 
denice have predicted it with absolute confi- 


Gi 
Ndgment ne on the one hand a council sitting in 

Ing justi 
Pifetional he is certain. 


No regard for 


But hess in the “trim 


ifwe had little ming of sails ” to every shift of wind. 


together a large number of instances of similar attacks | 


higher principles we might have expveted diplomacy to 
raise its Voice in favor of a less insulting reply to a 
representative meeting of the profession, for I maintain 
that it w1s a representative meeting and [ will prove that. 
in all essentials it was unanimous. 

I am well aware that the leaders of the Council are 
seeking to throw discredit on this (and all other) 
Special General Meetings. Sinee the days oi the old 
family-party Coune.l, which ruled more autocratically 
than Cromwell, a superstition has existed that the 
“ouncil is the master and not the servant of the pro- 
fession. This belief finds expression in such indignities 
as the present. I maintain that a Special General 
Meeting is the sule means by which the profession exer- 
cises any authority over the Council, and if the latter can 
effectively disregard the first of such meetings, it will 
disregard them always. Henceforth we should be forced 
to wait four years to right ourselves, and then by the 
slow and inetticient process of throwing out these men. 
‘he Council have refused to hear us, and have given as 
the ostensible reason for their action—that our majority 
was too narrow. Was this the case? I find that 18 
voted for the resolution and 12 for the amendment, 
therefore the argument of “ divided counsels” seems 
plausible. But itis only plausible. It is not sound, 
In reality the meeting was unanimous and the whole 
thirty men united in condemning a scheme which has 
proved a scandal. The amendment was :— 

“ That it is advisable in the interests of the Veterinary 
profession that the dissatisfaction expressed by the 
members attending this meeting as to the method of 
examination and registration of shoeing-smiths be con- 
veyed to the Registration Committee of the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers and that the Committee be asked to 
submit an amended scheme to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, for consideration by that 
body, and for confirmation by the profession generally.” 
Proposed by Mr. J. Simpson, seconded by Mr. Price, and 
supposted by Mr. Hunting. That is to say, the men 
who came to the meeting to defend the scheme and show 
that.it was perfect, the men who supported it in their 
speeches, were the very men who by their amendment 
most strongly condemned it. Your own attitude, Mr. 
Editor, is not always without a tinge of self contradic- 
tion. Thus :— 

“I believe the Council put me on” (i.e. on the 

Registration Committee) “for one purpose, namely, 


te sheep in New South Wales reached their 
ighest number on 81st December 1891, viz. 61, 
000 in round numbers, and the clip that season | 


to goand break it up if possible or get it put right, 

and [ went there fally determined to break up the 

scheme or put it right. Gentlemen, we got it put 

right and [remained there. Where is the inconsistency?” 
Here is the inconsistency, Mr. Editor, you make the 
above statement at a public meeting, pointing out that 
you have now got the scheme entirely “ put right ’’ and 
a few minutes later you support an amendment which 
shows you think the scheme is still entirely wrong. 
Possibly such action is consistent. Perhaps the anxiety 


_ | to pass this amendment displayed at the Special General 


Meeting explains the attempt tv ‘ Burk’ the question alto- 
gether at the Quarterly. ut to an ordinary person the 
situation requires explanation. To an unpreju iced mind 


Special General Meeting Resolution is | 


| 


nour can weigh inst expedi r ‘mous in shelving an aw 
against expediency, no é 
busines 120° for fixed principles in those whose daily | possible. 


Treason to hope for a hearing on | the only control 


the action of the Quarterly Meeting also appears a trifle 
strange. Professor Walley, who comes down here from 
Scotland two or three times a year, and cau know little 
of the merits of the case, questions the advisability of 
adopting the meeting’s resolution. Two obscure members 
(apparently acting under “intelligent direction ’’) pro- 
pose and ‘second that “ we proceed to the next business. 


own action, and on the other a few men Carried unanimously. No discussion is evolved, no con- 


sideration given to the question, the meeting is unani- 
kward matter as quickly as 


‘ill th fession allow this? Is it willing to lose 
i aol 708 it has over the Council, so that if in the 
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future some other great and urgent question should 
arise it shall have no voice in directing the action of the 
Council except such as it can make heard at the end of 
four years when the mischief is done and over ? 

It is abundantly necessary that we should have a hold 
on our Council and a meeting like that just held is the. 
only means we have of securing that hold. Perhaps a 
last word on the “ scheme ”’ may be excused. 

Everyone knows how the Farriers’ Scheme began. 

Everyone has heard of the speeches at the Mansion 
House and the collection of cash by the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Farriers for objects they never carried out, and 
the glowing articles you yourself wrote, sir, describing the 
scene asa “fraud on the public,” and the general fiasco 
that followed when it was found that over 3000 farriers 
had been registered without a shadow of a manual test, 
but had paid out of their not over well filled purses 
£1000 or so for certificates which were absolutely value- 
less. And then came theturning point, for you, sir, were 
elected vice Dr. Fleming, resigned. 

The previous history of the scheme had been un- 
savoury enough, but we all hoped for better things afte 
the change. 

Has that hope been justified? Is it not the fact that 
the Company has never yet conducted a manual examina- 
tion iteclé. Is it not trying to pin itself on to the coat 
tails of any agricultural society which will do its work 
for it, has it after its reiterated promises made any 
attempt to institute an apprenticeship, what has it done 
with the funds collected, and has it at the present time 
a single paid examiner in its employ ? 

These are some of the questions which people are 
asking, but no one seems able to answer. The Company’s 
income and expenditure are not known, our representa - 
tives render no report, and we ourselves are told we have 
uo power tv make them do so. Is that a satisfactory 
state of things, and can we as members of a liberal and 

I hope an honourable profession continue to associate 
ourselves with a Company which has repeatedly been 
accused of fraud, without taking any steps to answer the 
charge. That is the real issue. No clouds of words, no 
shifting of sails and tacking, here and there, no appeals 
to credulity or prejudice, but a clear and straightforward 
answer to that one question is wanted.—Yours truly, 
Jno. A. W. 


THE COUNCIL AND THE SPECIAL GENERAL 
MEETING. 

It is pretty generally known by the veterinary pro- 
fession that on the 4th August last a special general 
meeting was held at Red Lion Square to cousider the 
relatious existing between the veterinary profession and 
the Worshipful Company of Farriers. It is also kuown 
that at that meeting a resolution was passed by a 
majority of 18 to 12 determiniug the desirability of 
severing the connection between the two bodies, and the 
resolution was duly forwarded to the Council of the 
Royal College of Veteriuary Surgeons for execution 

As the mover and seconder of that resolution we 
think it desirable to draw the attention of our pro- 
fessional brethren to the manuer in which the resolu 
was dealt with at the Council meeting before which it 
was laia., The method adopted by the Council was 
under the special circumstances, in our judgment, quite 
exceptional, and we feel that it involves a procediii 
which it is most undesirable should be allowed tu exist 
We are conscious of some responsibility, aud we feel that 
the honour of the profession has been trifled with by th 
delegated body which is suppused to guard our cor Yate 
interests. We think that the condnet of the Con il 
deserves the serious consideration of the 
large, with a view to its determination whether such a 


mode of procedure is to f unchallenged, for it must 
be borne in mind that if it is, a presedent has been 
established which may prove very unfortunate to the 
welfare of the profession in the future. 

The views of individual members are invited by, 


yours faithfally, 


Tuos. A. 
J. SUTCLIFFE HURNDALL. 


“ THE ALLEGED CRUELTY TO A GOAT. 
IR, 


My attention has been called to a report of the case of 
alleged cruelty to a goat, noticed in your issue of (ct, 
28th with two letters signed “ Honesty”’ and “ Justice” 
in that and your following issue. While quite agreeing 
with your correspondents as to the conflicting testimony 
often given by veterinary surgeous iu Courts of Law, | 
think a zreat injustice has been done to one of the vet. 
surgeons appearing in this case. 

I allude to Mr. Gibbings, whose good name is assailed 
on a newspaper report which in many respects is in- 
accurate, and differs from the report of the case in the 
other local papers. 

His evidence was to the effect that he examined the 
goat in question on the day before the hearing and found 
the animal perfectly free from any lameness, and ab- 
solutely without any signs of footsoreness which one 
might almost expect to find from walking the sireets of 
our town. He further said the goat was well nourished, 
and as far as he could see healthy in every respect. _ 

The assertion of “Justice” that the magistrates did 
not believe his evidence is a wrong one, and I think 
wholly unjustifiable. 

The magistrates inspected the goat and carriage after 
hearing the evidence, and formed their own opinion 02 
the case, which they dismissed. Now, if they had fouud 
the animal in the state described by the prosecution av- 
doubtedly they would have convicted the defendant and 
fined him heavily, as the Bench in Nottingham do their 
best to put down genuine cases of cruelty with a very 
strong hand. 

The undertaking asked Scaby the magistrates was that 
that goat should not be workedfagain in that cart, which 
had the appearance of being clumsy for the size of 
goat although extremely light in draught, and she shafts 
of which were much too wide. The undertaking was % 
intended to prevent the defendant working the goat™ 
another cart. 

I would mention that two officers of the RS.P.C4 
had previously examined the goat in the carriage 4 
could see uo cruelty whatever, and your correspou mold 
may rest assured that if they had, proceedings ¥° 
have been instituted by the Society, or, at 
admoni.ion seut tu the defendant. 

I think Mr. Gibbing’s position and high rege 
a veterinary surgeon is too well-known in this —_ 
give credit to the assertion of your correspond” 
whom [ would venture to stggest should be less a in 
particularise names and more careful to obtain fi 


ently 
newspaper letter writiug.—I am, yours obediently, 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS BECSIVED Over, 
J. Matthews, Messrs. J. B. Tutt, A. H. nag W. Fox: 
D. Fairbank, J. A. Dollar, J. A. W. Dollar, 
C. Moir, E. Betair, The Galloway Bourte- 
fries and Galloway Saturday Standard, 
mouth Visitors’ Directory.” ieee 
matters 
We shall be obliged by early intelligence of oe sod 
worth bringing under the notice of the 
thankful to any friends who may send us © 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 
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